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INSECTOPIA
ÅInsectopia  is an initiative developed as one of the CAMPUS LIFE 

(WP8) of the EU Green Alliance, aiming to promote biodiversity, 

sustainability, and community engagement across partner 

university campuses.

ÅThe initiative integrates education, research, and ecological 

restoration to create lasting environmental and societal impact 

while fostering collaboration among stakeholders.



Overview
ÅThe core objective of Insectopia is to design 

and implement creative solutions to support 

biodiversity  (and/or awareness raising) on 

university campuses and beyond. 

ÅThrough activities such as webinars, 

participatory workshops, and a call for 

proposals, the initiative seeks to engage 

students, staff, and local communities in 

developing sustainable habitats and ecological 

projects, such as insect hotels and pollinator 

gardens or related projects . 

Call for 
proposals

Projects that contribute to the 
development of insect -friendly 

spacesɀtrue "insect utopias" ɀ
and engage the campus 

community in biodiversity 
awareness and action

Winning teams (máx 3): 
ÅProject implementation
ÅRecognition
ÅRetreat in Spain (1 week in June)



Overview
ÅPayments for ecosystem services (PES) are an 

evolving tool for farmed systems

ÅResults-based approaches, a type of PES, pay 

farmers for the quality of their farmland 

biodiverity

ÅBy linking payment to the outcome for 

biodiversity, farmers are paid for a traditional 

Ʉnon-marketɅ product
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The Natural Capital Approach

ɈNot all that is very useful commands high value 

(water, for example) and not everything that has a 

high value is very useful (such as a diamond)ɉ 

Pavan Sukhdev TEEB

Pavan Sukhdev
The Economics of Ecology and Biodiversity 

mission:

To make nature economically visible

https://www.unep.org/topics/teeb


Components of wealth

Produced capital 
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Natural 
capital 

Intangible capital 
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& biodiversity
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Multi - functional ecosystem service landscape -  

market potential

Air quality

Food

Carbon sequestration 
& storage

Biodiversity

Water regulation

Photosynthesis

Health & culture Recreation & 
ecotourism

Climate regulation

Fibre/fuel

ProvisioningSupporting Regulating Cultural

Pollination

Aesthetics

Clean water

Nutrient recycling

Valued by 
existing markets



Natural capital approach through Payment for 

Ecosystem Services



Why is a PES for farmland (and associated species) 

needed?



Natural capital approach



Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland

3-year pilot project in Ireland & 
Spain (Navarra)



Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland

Biodiversity 
productivity

Biomass 
productivity



Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland
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Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland Ь the farmer is key

Any market must be:



Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland Ь a framework



Developing the results - based PES for farmland 

biodiversity: setting targets

Lynx - Sweden Meadows - France

Arable land - UKMeadow birds - NL

A cover of a report

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://acresireland.ie/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Hen-Harrier-Project-EIP-Final-Report-2017-2023.pdf


Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on (Irish) high - nature value farmland

Hedgerow network

Small grasslands

Woodland & 
scrub



Creating a market for biodiversity and other ecosystem 

services on farmland



Developing the results - based PES for farmland 

biodiversity: what do species groups need?



Marsh fritillary Ь a protected species (EU Habitats 

Directive)

The farmers who own this land thought their land was typically poor pasture 

They did not know that their farming created the right type of butterfly habitat for 
a rare butterfly species

5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ-bit scabious

Web



Marsh fritillary Ь a protected species (EU Habitats 

Directive

Marsh fritillary 
individual

Marsh fritillary 
population

Floral resources Habitat & 
management

Conditions

Requirements

Behaviour, growth, reproduction

Behaviour, growth, reproduction, competition



Marsh fritillary Ь a protected species (EU Habitats 

Directive) is an umbrella species

Habitat for one 
is habitat for 

all



From lower to higher biodiversity (and ecosystem 

service) quality

Lower biodiversity Higher biodiversity

Unmanaged ς reduces plant diversitySupplementary feeding damage

Non-optimal grazing levels

Good diversity ς small areas of scrub

Very high cover of noxious weeds

Hay meadow with abundant species

Species-rich calcareous grassland


