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Abstract:
Resource security, environmental and economic benefits which may stem from a circular economy are attracting significant interest from policy and other stakeholders at the regional scale. Previous research in the area of industrial symbiosis suggests that the role of the region is likely to be an important scale for fostering collaborative resource efficiency initiatives. This research critically analyses the interplay between firms and local agencies, in order to understand the influences on transitioning to a circular economy within a particular locality and thereby addresses the spatial distribution of benefits from a circular economy. This paper asks how do the priorities and values of companies compare to aspirations of local public agencies in terms of circular economy development, with a particular focus on the local region? We explore findings of empirical research focusing on both Hull (England) and Graz (Austria) on developing a circular economy in medium sized industrial cities. Notably, the borders of cities are porous and include the surrounding regions, where many organisations are based. Both regions appear to be on a transition to cleaner forms of production, as illustrated by the ‘Energy Estuary’ in Hull and the ‘Green Tech Valley’ in Graz. Semi-structured interviews were undertaken (online) with policymakers across various scales and businesses located in the region of North Humberside and Styria to explore CE initiatives from multiple stakeholder perspectives. Initial findings suggest there are divergent views on developing circular economy activities between local stakeholders. Local policy sees the circular economy as a way to improve the economic and environmental performance of the region. While business seek to foster circular economy initiatives between supply chain partners, who tend to be globally distributed. This is likely to raise operational challenges for developing regional level circular economy collaborations. More work is needed to ensure policy and business interests are better aligned when fostering circular economy initiatives at the regional level, in order to promote prosperous communities. 
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